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The First Two Tournaments in the Los Suenos-HMY Signature Billfish Series raise the stakes in fishing and for charity!
 
 
Los Sueños, Costa Rica.  The first two events in the trilogy of world-class fishing tournaments, The Los Sueños – HMY Signature Billfish Series presented by Cabo Yachts and Viking Yachts were a huge success!  These exciting events took place at the beautiful Los Sueños Resort and Marina, February 23 – 28, 2004.

 
The series began with a Ladies’ Sailfish Open, February 23 & 24, 2004.  This event was strictly a charitable tournament and featured a competitive light-tackle division and great prizes. Third place with 300 points was Chupacabra.  Jennifer Aguirre was team captain with Capt. Kim Manning at the helm.  Second place with 300 points was Adios (Donna and Debbie Austin as teammates and Captain Vince Austin.)  First place with 700 points was Jennifer Wojuk on Cazador (Captain Mike Aikens).

 

The second tournament in the series, the Billfish Open, took place February 25-28, 2004 with 21 boats competing.  The final day of fishing saw the lead change many times as the bite heated up. In a fishery known for its plentiful sailfish, the marlin bite was strong during this exciting event and they made all the difference at 500 points for each release!  “This was really a first-class event,” said Doc Austin, one of the owners of HMY Yachts.  “All the anglers had a great time and the competition was tough. HMY is proud to be involved with the startup of this exciting series.”

 

Results from the inaugural Los Sueños-HMY Open Billfish Tournament:

 

Third Place: Rum Runner – Capt. Joe Crawford


2,500 points


Team: Carlos Pellas 


Hugo Hoffman


Alexis Chamorro


Roberto Hording


 

Second Place:  J&T – Capt. David Shinn


2,700 points


Team:
Walter Johnson



George Amman



Gary McCulla



Daniel Borislow

 

First Place:  Desperado – Capt. Jeffrey Schatman


2,900 points


Team:
Bob Del Vecchio



Peter O’Leary



Ty Visscher



Orlando Soto

 


Another “winner” of the tournament was the Los Sueños Foundation for Schools, which received $15,870 from the tournament proceeds and then an additional $51,000 in private donations from tournament participants!  This desperately needed money will help build additional classrooms and provide basic educational materials, uniforms and food for the children of the public elementary school in Herradura.

 

The series concludes with the Billfish Invitational, March 24 – 27, 2004.  The tournament is limited to the first 75 entries and is sure to fill up fast.  “Word is spreading quickly about this exciting conclusion to our series,” said Bill Royster, President and CEO of Los Sueños Resort and Marina.  “Fishing this tournament will be like none they have ever fished before.”
 

Both the Billfish Open and Billfish Invitational are sanctioned by the World Billfish Series (WBS) as part of the Pacific Rim division.  In keeping with Los Sueños’ commitment to conservation, the entire series is a “land and release” format and features the exclusive use of circle hooks (except on non-baited lures).  The tournament also utilizes observers for each boat—maintaining the integrity of the event.  For a complete list of rules and entry fees, go to our tournament web site at www.LS-HMYseries.com.
 
All events in the series take place at the world-class Los Sueños Resort and Marina in Costa Rica.  Getting there is easy!  Most major U.S. airlines offer direct flights to San Jose, Costa Rica.  From there it is a mere 1 ½ hour shuttle ride to Los Sueños.  With its 200-slip international marina, spectacular view properties, private beach club, challenging 18-hole “eco” golf course, four-star Marriott hotel and 600-acre rainforest reserve, Los Sueños is truly Costa Rica’s premier destination resort community.
 
 

Tournament fishing and accommodation packages are extremely limited. For more information about this exciting tournament series, contact Laurie Ciecierski at 954-926-5043 or visit www.LS-HMYseries.com.  For more information about the exciting luxury lifestyle at Los Sueños Resort and Marina, contact Andrea Cooper, Executive Director of Communications, at 011-506-637-8886.
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