LOS SUEÑOS WRAPS UP ITS 2005 SIGNATURE BILLFISH SERIES 

WITH 895 BILLFISH RELEASES THE FINAL TOURNAMENT OF THE YEAR

Incredible fish-to-boat ratio of 27.92 one of the highest in world tournament history

Playa Herradura, Costa Rica – The final tournament in the 2005 Los Sueños Signature Billfish Series presented by CABO Yachts wrapped up on Monday, March 14, with 895 billfish releases by 32 teams participating in the three-day event.  The tournament’s fish-to-boat ratio of 27.92 (or 9.32 billfish per boat per day) is one of the most impressive results in tournament history.
With boats fishing out of Los Sueños reporting 20 to 60 billfish releases per day during the week leading up to the event, tournament organizers were confident that the previous tournament’s total of 506 releases would be easily surpassed.  On Day 1, the first release was reported only minutes after lines in was called, and the bite remained consistent throughout the day, with defending champion Double Trouble, a 60’ Hatteras, going head to head with Reel Screamer, a 74’ Viking, and Adios, a 40’Game Fisherman, to establish the lead.  By the 4:00 PM lines out call, Double Trouble’s Captain Dave Noling and anglers Darren Casey, Tami Noling, Alberto Sanchez and Arturo Moreno had successfully released 25 sailfish, but were knocked out of the top spot by Reel Screamer’s team of Captain John Peerson and anglers Scott Rickert (former WBS World Champion), Scott Bowers, Mike Parr and Merlyn Torres, who equaled the score with two lucrative marlin releases valued at 500 points each (versus 100 for each sailfish) and 15 sailfish releases, winning the tie based on the time of their last release.   With 2100 points,Captain Vince Austin and teammates Debbie Austin, Scott Rhein, Doug Donohue and Jose David Badilla aboard Adios, a 40’ Game Fisherman, were in close pursuit.
The next morning, the docks of Los Sueños Marina were buzzing with the news of the first day’s release total of 332 billfish and the anticipation of a potential 1000-release tournament.  The bite on the second day was as consistent as the first, yet a number of teams from the middle of the pack to challenge the leaders.  The surprise performance of the day was by Kasanova, a 65’ Hatteras captained by Rusty Nixdorf, which posted the highest point total with 21 sailfish releases by anglers Lawrence Roland, Frank Konigseder, Robert Bianco and Ron Locke, moving from 15th to third position.  With 10 sailfish releases, Adios moved into second place overall, and Double Trouble took over the top position with nine sailfish releases.  By the end of Day 2, exactly 599 billfish releases had been confirmed and the previous tournament’s total had been surpassed.
The final fishing day started out as all the rest had, with consistent releases from the moment the lines hit the water.  The customary late afternoon bite came early, though, and by 2PM, the battle for first place centered upon Double Trouble, Adios, Kasanova and the 38’ Out Island El Jefe, captained by Victor Julio Lopez Pizarro.  By five minutes before lines out, El Jefe teammates Michael Latham, Decarol Williams and Steven Anthony Crilly had achieved 16 sailfish releases and were hooked up on a 17th fish to surpass Kasanova and close in on Double Trouble and Adios, which were running neck and neck for the lead.   At 2:57PM, when it appeared that Double Trouble was poised to take its second Los Sueños tournament title, Adios angler Jose David Badilla hooked up on a sailfish that he successfully released four minutes later, giving his team the win with 5100 points, followed by Double Trouble in second place with 5000 points and El Jefe in third place with 4800 points.
At the awards dinner sponsored by CABO Yachts later that evening, Los Sueños President and CEO William Royster presented the winning teams with checks for their share of the tournament’s US$68,000 cash jackpot ($34,000 to first, $20,400 to second, $13,600 to third) and trophies featuring Bodo Muche bronze billfish sculptures.  Each angler also received a Seeker rod and a pair of Costa Del Mar sunglasses.  As fireworks exploded overhead, the anglers and crew from Double Trouble returned to the stage to be recognized as the 2005 Los Sueños Series Champion for having the highest combined point total from the two tournaments (8,600 points in total).  Team leader Darren Casey received a check for $50,000 from Royster and was presented with a $8,500 certificate towards passage on Dockwise Yacht Transport.  In addition, all anglers received signed prints from tournament artist Steve Goione, and the boat’s name will be added to the perpetual series trophy on display at the entrance to Los Sueños Marina.
Tournament participants were treated to four days of first-class social events, ranging from casual, dockside cocktails to formal buffet dinners with live entertainment and open bars.  The Los Sueños Signature Billfish Series has rapidly earned the reputation as the most prestigious tournament series in Central America for the quality of its organization and events, made possible through the generous support from tournament sponsors CABO Yachts, Viking Yachts, Riviera Yachts, Dockwise Yacht Transport, Westrec Marinas, Caterpillar, MTU, Banco Interfin, HMY Yacht Sales, Star Lures, Flor de Caña, Costa Del Mar, Stewart Title Costa Rica, Bodo Muche Studios, Seeker Rods and Costa Rica Dreams Sport Fishing Charters.

The 2005 Series marks the first time that Los Sueños has used observers certified by the International Game Fish Association (IGFA).  Over 30 certified volunteers traveled to Costa Rica from the United States and the Caribbean to be part of the event, while an additional observers were recruited from the group of 18 local residents who were trained at a special IGFA certification course held at Los Sueños Resort and Marina on January 11.
Both tournaments that comprise the Los Sueños Signature Billfish Series presented by CABO Yachts are sanctioned by the World Billfish Series (WBS). Anglers competing in the Los Sueños tournaments are automatically enrolled in the WBS and compete for points in the Pacific Rim Division.  At the closing ceremonies for the second tournament, John Molfetto of the WBS presented angler Scott Rhein of Adios with the Golden Fleece Award, which entitles Rhein to represent the second Los Sueños tournament at the 2005 WBS World Championships to be held later this year.
Los Sueños Signature Billfish Series will continue in 2006 and will consist of two events:  Tournament I from January 19-22 and Tournament II from March 2-5.  Details will be posted on the official series website www.LStournaments.com in the coming weeks.
For further information, please contact Andrea Cooper, Tournament Director, at toll-free 1-866-865-9759, tel: 011-506-637-8886, ext. 1010 or via E-mail acooper@lossuenosresort.com.  Information on Los Sueños Resort and Marina is available on-line at www.lsrm.com. 

FINAL RESULTS, DAILY FISH TOTALS AND DETAILED INFORMATION FOR THE WINNING TEAMS ATTACHED.
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Official Final Results
Tournament II – March 11-14
	Boat Name
	DAY 1 OFFICIAL Results
	DAY 2 OFFICIAL Results
	DAY 3 OFFICIAL Results
	TOTAL COMBINED
	FINAL POSITION

	Adios
	2100
	1200
	1800
	5100
	1

	Double Trouble
	2500
	900
	1600
	5000
	2

	El Jefe
	1500
	1600
	1700
	4800
	3

	Kasanova
	1100
	2100
	1300
	4500
	4

	Pescadora
	1500
	700
	1800
	4000
	5

	Stephanie Lee
	1300
	1800
	800
	3900
	6

	Reel Screamer
	2500
	500
	700
	3700
	7

	Sea Angel
	1300
	500
	1800
	3600
	8

	Prime Time
	1600
	900
	1000
	3500
	9

	Mimi
	800
	1300
	1300
	3400
	10

	Dream Maker
	1600
	1000
	700
	3300
	11

	Bill Collector
	900
	500
	1700
	3100
	12

	HT Hook
	1700
	400
	900
	3000
	13

	Sailfish
	1100
	600
	1200
	2900
	14

	Dealer's Choice
	800
	900
	1100
	2800
	15

	Desperado
	800
	800
	1100
	2700
	16

	Carole Ann
	900
	1200
	600
	2700
	17

	Rum Runner
	1300
	1000
	400
	2700
	18

	El Sueño 
	700
	700
	1100
	2500
	19

	Game On
	1200
	400
	800
	2400
	20

	Lady Columbo
	1500
	700
	200
	2400
	21

	La Rumba
	200
	900
	1200
	2300
	22

	Miss Judy
	600
	400
	1300
	2300
	23

	Abracadabra
	700
	900
	700
	2300
	24

	After You
	700
	400
	900
	2000
	25

	Solo Bueno 
	600
	700
	700
	2000
	26

	Let It Ride
	800
	700
	500
	2000
	27

	Spirit of Pilar
	900
	700
	400
	2000
	28

	G-Rod 
	600
	700
	400
	1700
	29

	Tico Time
	400
	700
	400
	1500
	30

	Gear Up
	100
	600
	700
	1400
	31

	Extractor
	900
	300
	0
	1200
	32
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Tournament II (March 11-14) - Top Three Finishers

	Boat Name
	Captain Name
	Angler Names
	Total Points
	Boat Make & Model
	Year
	Engines

	Adios
	Vince Austin, Fort Lauderdale, FL
	Debbie Austin (Fort Lauderdale, FL), Doug Donohue (Dania Beach, FL), Scott Rhein (Davie, FL), Jose David Badilla (Costa Rica)
	5100
	40’ Game Fisherman
	2000
	Cummins 450 C-Series

	Double Trouble
	Dave Noling, San Antonio, TX
	Darren Casey (San Antonio, TX)

Tami Noling (San Antonio, TX), 

Alberto Sanchez (Venezuela), Arturo Moreno (Costa Rica)
	5000
	60’ Haterras
	2001
	Detroit 12 2000, 1480 HP

	El Jefe
	Victor Julio Lopez Pizarro, Costa Rica
	Michael Latham (Fort Lauderdale, FL), Decarol Williams (Wilmington, NC), Steven Anthony Crilly (Costa Mesa, CA)
	4800
	38’ Out Island
	2001
	Cummins 450 HP


Tournament II Billfish Releases - Daily Totals:

	
	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Totals
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sailfish
	327
	267
	293
	887
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Marlin*
	5
	0
	3
	8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	332
	267
	296
	895
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	* Note:  As all species of marlin were worth 500 points per fish, tournament participants did not need to distinguish the species caught.  

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


